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7. PUBLIC LANDS/FORESTS: Feds combine research efforts to study climate change in 
Sierra Nevada (03/13/2008)

Eryn Gable, special to Land Letter

Sequoia and Kings Canyon national parks are teaming up with three federal agencies in an effort to sustainably manage forests in the 
southern Sierra Nevada in light of changes due to global warming.

Under a memorandum of understanding signed in January, the parks (Sequoia National Forest, Giant Sequoia 
National Monument, the Forest Service's Pacific Southwest Research Station) and the U.S. Geological Survey 
agreed to collaboratively develop a program of research, resource management and public education to help 
mitigate the impacts from and to better adapt to climate change effects on the ecosystems of the southern 
Sierra Nevada. The agreement, which can remain in effect for five years, covers more than 2 million acres of 
public lands.

"Climate change doesn't know the boundaries of the Forest Service and the parks," said Alexandra Picavet, 
spokeswoman for Sequoia and Kings Canyon national parks.

A short-term goal of the partnership is to develop a multiagency adaptive research program, which will include a science symposium in the 
fall. One focus of the symposium will be research on future climate change effects for giant sequoia ecosystems.

Sequoia National Forest Supervisor Tina Terrell said in a statement that the proceedings from the symposium will be incorporated into the 
current planning effort for the new management plan for Giant Sequoia National Monument, which is home to two-thirds of the world's largest 
trees.

"This joint effort will build a strong link between adaptive research sciences and management," Terrell said. "This adaptive research will be 
applied across agency boundaries to help us better understand the impact that treatments have on the forest landscape that include giant 
sequoia ecosystems."

"Climatic change is one of the great challenges facing the southern Sierra Nevada and the nation. We aim to meet this challenge head on," 
added Park Superintendent Craig Axtell.

Peter Stine of the Pacific Southwest Research Station said one of the goals of the agreement is to coordinate the efforts of the various 
federal agencies to build a research program for the area. "Part of the purpose of the workshop in the fall is to try to determine what an 
appropriate research agenda is for the southern Sierra Nevada," he said.

In addition to climate change, Stine said researchers are interested in looking at other environmental stressors such as air pollution and 
invasive species.

Gable is an independent energy and environmental writer in Woodland Park, Colo.
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