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9. MINING: Rock business is roaring in Utah  (10/23/2008)

Eryn Gable, special to Land Letter

Production of landscape and building stone in Utah increased 690 percent between 1995 and 2001, according to a
recent report by the Utah Geological Survey.

More than 100,000 tons of rock were pulled out of the ground and sold in 2001, but production declined to roughly
91,500 tons in 2004 -- the last year in which numbers were tallied.

The study, funded by the Bureau of Land Management, is one of the first attempts to understand the stone industry in
Utah and parts of Idaho, Montana, Washington and Wyoming.

Dave Tabet, project manager for the Utah Geological
Survey, said the strong growth in Utah's rock business
in the late 1990s was fueled by a strong housing market.

"These rocks are used for the facings of houses, in
fireplaces and a lot of decorative landscape, particularly
~| in a water-conscious state like Utah, where people use

.| rock and other things to decorate their yards," Tabet
said.

Some of the most popular rocks are flagstone,
sandstone, quartzite, limestone and marble.

The stone industry in Utah dates back to the state's
origins, when the Mormon church's Salt Lake Temple
was constructed with granite from a quarry 20 miles
away. Oxen hauled the granite originally but were
eventually replaced by trains with the advent of the
railroad.

Pallets of reddish-brown sandy siltstone quarried for landscape use.

Courtesy of Rocanville Stone. The Utah Geological Survey study looked at 242 stone
quarries and stone yards, including 170 quarries and 10 yards in Utah. The study found that more rock came out of
Summit County than any other Utah county from 1994 to 2004.

Most of the rock that comes out of the ground doesn't travel extensive distances, primarily because of the high fuel
costs associated with hauling the material.

In Utah, the study found about three-quarters of stone sold went to distributors within 400 miles and 1,000 miles of the
quarries. Of the rocks that left the state, the majority went to California.

The report notes that the rapidly growing demand for stones has placed pressure on federal lands.

Gable is an independent energy and environmental writer in Woodland Park, Colo.
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