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5. ENERGY DEVELOPMENT: Groups slam new drilling proposal in Wyo.'s
Adobe Town (11/06/2008)

Eryn Gable, special to Land Letter

An Oklahoma energy company's plan to drill wells in remote areas of southwestern Wyoming is drawing protests from
environmentalists, religious leaders, American Indians and union workers, who say the proposal will destroy the area's
spectacular beauty and wilderness.

Samson Investment Co. of Tulsa, Okla., is seeking approval from the Bureau of Land Management to drill four wells
along Haystack Wash just north of the Adobe Town wilderness study area, a region of badlands in the southern Red
Desert near the Colorado border.

Erik Molvar, a wildlife biologist with the Laramie, Wyo.-based Biodiversity Conservation Alliance, said industrial uses are
not appropriate for the area. "This project involves putting bulldozers and drilling rigs in the middle of the largest and
most spectacular desert wilderness [in Wyoming] and turning an area that's basically pristine, an area BLM has
determined has wilderness qualities, turning it into an industrial zone," he said.

As part of its wilderness inventory process, BLM determined that the approximately 40,000-acre area in question
possesses wilderness qualities. The area is also part of the Monument Valley Management Area, which was established
by BLM in its Green River Resource Management Plan as an area with special protections and with an established
"area of critical environmental concern."

Warren Murphy, director of the Wyoming Association of
Churches, said the Adobe Town area warrants
protection from the extensive energy development that is
occurring elsewhere in the state. "It's just an exotic place
filled with badlands, a lot of it left by volcanic ash,"
| Murphy said. "It's just a spectacular part of the state,

- and it would be a shame to see the area devastated by
oil drilling and roads that would destroy the wilderness
aspect of the area.”

Bruce Pendery of the Wyoming Outdoor Council noted

that large areas of Wyoming, including the Jonah Field,
Pinedale Anticline and Atlantic Rim, are already open to
*S intense development. "This proposed development is in
| one of those special areas that should not be open to

.| development," he said.

"There's very few places in Wyoming that are this
pristine and intact," added Liz Howell, director of the
Wyoming Wilderness Association.

The site of the proposed drilling, as seen from the Top of The
Haystacks. Courtesy of the Biodiversity Conservation Alliance.

The groups are asking BLM to conduct an environmental impact statement for the proposal, which is required for
projects that would have a significant environmental impact. They accused the agency of trying to sneak in the wells
without fully analyzing them or seeking input from the public.

BLM spokeswoman Teresa Howes said the agency is just in the initial stages of evaluating the proposal under the
National Environmental Policy Act, so it is too early to say whether it will conduct an environmental impact statement.

"Certainly, as this goes through the NEPA process, public involvement will be a part of that," Howes said. "People will be
able to respond and let us know what they're thinking regarding this area that has been proposed for development."
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Gable is an independent energy and environmental writer in Woodland Park, Colo.
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